WHEN ARCHITECT ERIC MASTERSON STAMPS HIS WOODEN WALKING STICK UPON THE GROUND, IT 1S 
TRANSFORMED INTO A MYSTICAL WEAPON CALLED THUNDERSTRIKE! ARMED WITH INCREDIBLE POWERS, 


MASTERSON WORKS TO PROVE THAT ONE MAN MUST MAKE A DIFFERENCE, BECAUSE THIS WORLD STILL 
NEEDS HEROES! STAN LEE PRESENTS . .. 
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/ THE LITTLE SOWENIR YOU CoppeD FROM 
i THAT ELAAGAXE CHARACTER DEFIES 
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS / 
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WITH MOST 
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BUT THIS. a 
BABY Is ALSO. AY 
COMPOSED OF re 
SOME ELEMENTS X a4 
THAT ARE i 
HEN, R 
THIS PLANETL, 


Oh. 
They PEEFET AL. 
TWN SURPRISED THE POLICE RIGHT... BUT Z.CAN, 
ALLOWED YOUTOKEPIT J BE QUITE PERSUASIVE: 
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\SUIPPING THE CEADLY BATTIEAXE WO A MAMEMADE WARNESS ERIC DRAPES IT ACROES HIS PHCR 


LOOK, IF THAT THING 
REALLY /S ENCHANTED, 
YOU SHOULD THINK 
ABOUT LEAVING IT HERE 


_ IT ORIGINATED 
FOR SAFEKEEPING / s 


THANKS FOR THE OFFER, BUT Z INTEND: 
TO RETURN IT10 ASGARP WHERE 


THAT's JET CAN 
EVER AGURE ou How 
TO.USE MY MAGIC 
MACE TO CRoss 
THE DIMENSIONAL 


BARRIERS!” 


Nice 10 See you 
AGAIN, THOR... Whoops... 
THUNCERSTRIKES 


SORRY ABOUT FLUBBING 


$Y ABOUT LUBE! NO PROBLEM, CRYSTAL! 
YOUR NEW NAME! 


I SILGET CONFUSED 
MYBELF 


HOPE You 
DON'T MIND 
(Ft STEAL 
DANE FOR 


AFEW 
MINUTES! 


WE'RE JUST. 
FINISHING UF, 


YOU BE CAREFUL, 
MISTER / TRUST ME... A 
ZED NEAPON ISN'T ALL 
VITIS CRACKED UP TO BE! 


SOMEBODY'S 
LOOKING DOWN ON 
US FROM THAT 


THAT'S SERS/.,. AND IT ALMORT LOOKS LIKE 
SHE'S GCLARING Al THE KNIGHT AND CRYSTAL! 


Z KNOW THERES BEEN A 
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WE THRES OF THEM LATELY, 
BUT. WAM“ MUST BY 
MY IMAGINATION /* 
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Whew? TM StL 
AMAZED BY THE WAY 


WILD ROLLER 
COASTER Rie 
EVER SINCE! 


fis a If: abi 
LWONER WHERE IT 
GOES 7 A SELF- STORAGE BEING A ! 
CONTAINER IN ANOTHER. SUPER-HERO MY NAME IS: EP, 
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MENTE 


UH, LOOK... 214 INA HAP WA YOU 
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RESERVED, WITH ME, YET! 
CAN'T YOU GIVE MEA 


DVFERENT CARE I want 
i A CARL, 


gos 
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AND EVEN AS THE HARRIED CLERK 
STANDS AGHAST AT ERIC'S SUDDEN AND 
UNEXPECTED OUT BURS: 


Z WON'T HAVE IT, BE REASONABLE, BOBBY! ERIC i oa sTERSON DOESN'T BELONG 
MARCY! WO WAYS | \ TAKING KEVIN FORTHE CAY TO SEE Hi IN Sie NES, ANYMORE LIE WY 
GRANDPARENTS! CHE SHOUL? BE SPENDING TIME 

pe WITH THE KIP=- 7S ME. 


‘YOU'RE MARRIED 
TOME NOW-NOT 

MARERSON 
eS 


SORBY--! YOU JUST DON'T. WE'RE A FAM 
YOU'RE F F GET IT, Povout NOW, MAAR 


I WORRIED ABOUT YOU, Meee: SLL TEA 
HONEY! WHAT /S IT? WHAT'S Ss ee 3 YOU WHAT THAT MEANS IF 
REALLY BOTHERING You? JAA IT'S THE LAST THING Z POL 


CAN'T BELIEVE THE WAY I 

BLEW UP AT THAT POOR RENTAL 

BE Walaa ee! 

£4 fo! 3 — y, INE, ERIC! 
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WHOO-BO¥A\NSITING MY. fl 

FOLKS MAY BE AN EVEN BETTEF Z 

IDEA THAN Z THOUGHT / / = WE HAD 
ALITTLE, 


DISAGREEMENT! 
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wo pe mis 
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Z'M MORE = 
CONCERNED AgouT YY 
KEVIN AME TOOK 

HIM, ERIC / 


L Al.t6 HS GENETECH. 
THE FANCY GENETIC RESEARCH 
PLACE? 


FRENCH SCIENTISTS HIRED YOU 
PEOPLE TO WORK ON SOME KIND 
OF WOOP ANO FLESH INTER- 
FACE FOR A Guy NAMEC 
BLACK TOM CASSIOYT 


T/L BE BY TOACK 
ITUP WITHIN THE HOUR, 


SQ | YOu wonrrae ane 10 7 
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Miss 
ADIUSTMENT: 
IT AIN'T WORKING 
RIGHT 2 
At 
SO HERE'S THE 


DEAL... IWANT YOU 
TOGATHER AIL your 


Baas 


WASTING YOUR 


TIME, SIR. AFRAID 


IT WASN'T MY FALLT 
es | Fwars waaie wnt ANC... WHY DOES SHE 
Z CAN'T BELIEVE THE MARCY? DOESN'T KEEP RUBBING masTER- 
WAY SHE AIAMIPLLATES: SHE REALIZE HOW SON IN My FACE 7 He's 
ME! Li IVE WEVER MUCH I LOVE HER? THe HASICHE's Got 
STRUCK A WOMAN IN MY NOTHING TODOWITH 
LIFE! BUT SHE... SHE L..1'7 NEV 


(Ee US... UMESS... 
qusT WOLILON'T POANYTHING TO 
BACK OFFS HURT HER! WANA IF HES HALE 
NOT INTENTIONALLY! THE MAN SHE'SAYS, 
L.1, Z REALY DONT 
SHE PUSHED ME MEAN TO WHACK 
INTO IT/ AND NOW... a her! 
2, ZU SUPCSED, A SHE'S sO 
JO FEEL GUMTY. PREOWUAD 
THESE DAYS! DOESN'T TAKE A BACKWARD 
SEEM 10 CARE ABOUT STEP FOR ANYONE! 
ANYTHING EXcePT WER Eo 
STUPID HEALTH CLUES, 


1 GOT PRESSURES 
YOU WOULDN'T BELIEVE! 
PRESSURES THAT WOULD 
GAVE A NORMAL MAN! 
BUT... LM NO GLITTER! 
ZW NO LOSER? 


THOSE MISERABLE 
SPORTEWRITERS DON'T 
KNOW ANYTHING! IT. 
WASN'T My FAULT THE 
TEAM CHOKE Last 
‘SEASON! 


> (7 WAENT MY 
Fi FANT _¢ 
EE 


MOL TM TAKING You TO 

SEE YOUR GRANP- 

PARENTS. HATS” 
FINALS. 
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RELAX, KIC! THERE'S 
NONEE? TOBE sO 
NERVOUS / 5 WoUL? 

NEVER HARM YOU! 


LUST WISH THIS W WHAT'S THE Hore Zi EM SURE TIENT. 
TRAFFIC WOU? = AP? WHY AREW!T ANYTHING SERIOUS / 
EASE UPL WE MOVING? 


BLACK TOM WAS: 
DYINGLHEWAY 
WE EXPLAINS IT, 
THESE SENETECH 
GUYS PROBABLY 
SAVER 
Hie LiFe-- 


** BY DEVELOPING SOME 
WEIRD GRMETWE 
TECHNIQUE / 


ALL 1 KNOW FOR SURE IS THAT 
HE'S BEEN ACTING LATELY, 
AND WEEDS Teie 
RESEARCH! 


CONVINCING 
THEM TO. 


AW, SHEESH S 
‘Z CAN'T BELINE 
WHAT'S WAITING 

UPAHEAD--/ 


f LTO YouHE 
WOULON'T 
LISTEN, MARTY! 


THESE GUYS MUST BE CEAZ) 
BUT THEN... WHO ELSE WOULD? 
LE OUT IN THE “BURBS?! 


WE'RE HITTING HIM WITH ENOUGH WATE? 
PRESSURE TO NERTURN A STATION 
WAGCW... AN HE ISN'TEVEN SLOWING. 


GOTTA GINE ‘EM CREDIT FOR 
VRE GUTS A THEY'RE 
HOLDING THEIR GROUNPL, 


Bo Yeowu! 
IE... HE ALMOST 
vs TOOK MY HEAD OFF! 


THIS IS WORKING ouT i THEY 
EXACTLY KEL ., a FALL ALL OVER 
C HEMZEWES 


AS SOON AS GENETECH y 
HEARS ABOUT ALL THE DAMAGE. 
ZINE CAUSED, CONFIDENTIAL’ 
WILL FLY RIGHT OUT THE WiNcow! 


"WHERE ARE THEY? 
MARCY'S CONVINCEO STEELE 
TOOK KEVIN TO Visit My” 


HOPE 
1 _HAVEN'TALREADY 
PASSER WEN! 


PARENTS. 


VE BEEN FOLLOWING 
THEIR MOST LIKELY ROUTE, 
Bur wo LueK/ 


11'S A Lot HARDER 
TO SPO7 A PARTICULAR 
CAR FROM THE Ale THAN 
POPLAR FICTION 
EVER LEPMETO 
BELIEVES 


MARCY CLAIMS THIS 
BLOWLIP WAS AN /SOLATE 
INCIDENT... BUT... HOW, 

7 HOW DOES SHE KNOW IT 

WON'T HAPPEN AGAIN 21, 

ANO THE MAJOR 


HOW CaN 2 1 | ee DOWNSIDE OF BEING 
BE CARTAN YANKED BEHINZ AN, 
SAFE? 


AO Ly o 
ACCORDING TO MARCY, THE JO 
"GUY'S BEEN UNCER A TERRIBLE 7 
STRAM ATELY! HE WAS BRUTALLY s oe 
MUGGED MAYBE Z SHOULD TALK 


THE OTHER PAY AND 
HI6 FOOTBALL CAREER |S GOING To MY LAWYER ABOUT, 
SOUTH? RYING TO REGAIN 


AAllhH Oo? eCustopy/ 


THAT DOESN'T 
EXCUSE WE ACTIONS! 
NOTHING COMPZ 


CAND, ANC DOUBLE 
BACK TOMAKE 


BUT... MARCY NEErS: 


SUPPORT NOW,.NOT 
MORE 
COMPLICATIONS! 


77 know Tie auGuReS HAVE Va /. sist FoSseD 
Hi fi 
UNIQUE PROBLEMS, BLIT,,. IT AWAY, .ASCASUALLY 
FLYING BEER KEGS 27, AS A USEC TISSUE: 


(GUESS I SHOULD HAVE HATA QUICK 
SWACK BEFORE STARTING OMT, BUT 
T CERTAINLY CAN'T TAKE A LUNCH 

BREAK WOWT 


ZILL JUST VEER 
INTO THE NEXT 


Ze ELEVEN 
FORA QUICK BAS 


OF CHIPS! 


WHAT shoul L DOF BRUTE STRENGTH Is 
HOW AMZ SUPPOSED TO USELESS AGAINST 
HANCLE HUM 2 THis WATE? 
CAN'T BLOW THE TIME, 
ON A MAZOR AGHT NOW/, 


THERE'S THAT BIG STIFF 
PRACTICALLY HAS MANAGEDTO 
NO WAY To FIGHT THE MIGHTY 7H 
STOP HiM WITHOUT TO A FEW STANCSTILLS.ANO L p 
CAUSING UNTOLE’ IMM DON'T RANK ANYWHERE NEAR [IN INNOCENT PEOPLE CouLO BE 
DESTRUCTION, Tih WE THUNDER Go's POWER CLASSI HURT UNLESS ZL ACT! 


UN ere ea 
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TO IMPRESS 
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VAcpenalds 
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OE cant quire ware 2S 
HM OUT IN THE SUN’S- 
GARE! 


MAN Z CON'T NEED THis GRIEF! I JUST 
0 OO? WANTED TO CAUSE ENCUGH DESTRUCTION 
10 SCAME GENETECH INTOTURN- 

ING VER THE FILES 


FIGHTS TAke TIME! THAT'S 
ONE THING BLACK TOM 


YOu'RE THAT NEW TWOP 
RIP-OFF WE PAPERS 
HAVE BEEN CARPING 


HAVEN'T exactly BEEN 
COVERING YOURSELF IN.» 
GLORY... HAVE YOUZ 


YOu'VE ALREADY cause” 
ENOUGH 7RCUBLE, mister! 
ZL. SUST WANT TO KNOW WHY 
YOU'RE HERE... AND WHAT 


‘YOu WANT! 
LET'S TRYTO. 
SETILE THIS 

WITH A 


PUMIMLA. 
OF VIOLENCE? 


ABOUT! 


YOU CEAWKME 
ME, BUCpY? 
‘4 


LM THE WESTOP SLE 
SUGGERNAUT! T DON'T HAVE TO 
MAKE DEALS \NITH HE 


WHAT ARE you 
(GOING To pO? 


L 


THREATEN ME WITH A 
CVTUIZEN'S ARREST EL) 


Z SUPPOSE YOU 
KNOW ALL THE NECES- 
AR PROCEDURES. 

TO tthe ed 


=~ ANP 
DOCUMENTS ) ~ 
TO FILE! 


7 Tey 
THE TRUTH... 
ME, NEITHER / 


LOoKs TO 
ME LIKE YOU'RE 
FALLING COWUW 
ON YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITIES! 


UNNOTICET, A MYSTERIOUS | 
FIGURE WATCHES FROM A 
NEARBY ROOFTOR- | 


WHERE'S CONTROL / 


INVOLVE? 

SITUATIONS LIKE THESE (HE POLICE? / THEY'RE NOT 

ARE BEST LEFT TO TRAINED OR 
PROFESSIONALS! EQUIPPED TO 


THAT COULD TAKE 
THE WAY. 


BLONDIE say NEE 
MY HELPAGAUY, .. 


LIKE IT ORNOT, IM 
GOING TO HAVE TO-- 
HEY" THAT CAR! 
ITS KEV ANC. 
OBE 
BUT Z OANT SEE 
MY SON's FACE! I 
CANT Be ASSURE? 


E'S SAFES 


Vf (= | ee 
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UT, EVEN. BEFORE = Ss: 
Bee aie eee 2 4 WN \ \\ 


WN) 


eS | 
~——~ : 


= - | 2507, EVEN As ERic ANNIOUSLY 


IT'S EXACTLY LIKE THE ONE WHICH 
PBs MBO PIED 
BUT... WHO FIRED 


SCANS THE. ES OR 
ww t 


< 
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! | 


HOOO-BO¥?, 


50 MUCH FoR HE 
POLITICALLY CORRECT. 
APPROACH! 


JUGGERNAUT WILL 


NEVER ‘STEN TO 
[REASON NOW! 


HE'S A THREAT TO 
EVERYONE IN 


= ANY WA} 
PESEIEZ 


WHAT ARE You--] (THAT AXE MusT BE ENCHANTED V 
HAS TO BE SOMETHING MORE THAN 
THINK THESE PHYSICAL TO HAVE TAGGED ME THAT 
NIK 1ESI WAY! 2 
HELMETS GROW : aN CE NE 
ON TREES? 


= 
CO WE TALK DEAL NOW, 
OR WILL YOU HAVE To Apgus 
TOA MATOR SPL/7 IN 
PERSONALITY 


HERE'S THE F/ZE THANKS.” WY BANK CARD SUPPLIED. 
70U REQUESTER, ME WITH ENCUGH CASH 70 PAY FoR THE 
— LEVMAGE I CAUSED -- 

IVE BEEN AssuRED 


IT'S COMPLETE, PLUS A LITTLE SOMETHING x 
ene EXTRA FOR THE FIREMEN 


YOU WAVE A i 
GANK CAR L et: 


Do 
EVERYONE 7 


YOU WERE CLICKY THIS TIME, (27) OAN SOP 
LUSTER! I ONLY WENT FOR THIS Ne CBee SiN ee 
EAL BECAUSE 24 INA HURRY 


SAME TO YOU, SPORT? 
SEE YOU AROUND... 


WE'RE SURPRISED HE 


DIDN'T EVEN STOPINTO P 
YHELLO, 


He's 
UsuALLyso 
POLITE! 


BAC AND Yer... WOULD A 
PROLONGED siucresT 
HAVE SOLVE 
ANYTHING 7.7 


MAYBE ZM OnLy 
TON ALIZI GING MAveE THERE'S 


JUST DON'T HAVE |E GLITS PARENTS’ Mouse? 
TO FOLLOW IN "THOR'S FOOTSTEPS/(4_ = WONDER IF 


WE eM {Tih 


HL, CAP! Z SAW you OMAN, YOU MISSEr 
RUNNING UP THE (CA, IGOER NAL 
Block?! WAS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD.” 
HONEST. 


20 was TWAT NEW 


FONT KNOW? 


IE CROPPED. 
ME. AND 00K OFF / 


ri Ne 


M\\ SAMMY Joyce S| 

CALLED Us ABOUT 
THE NEW JOB 

ANP APARTMENT / 


"SAMANTHA > 
50 Si 


ifs Anon Sane 
THAT YOUTWO 
COME INSICE, | im CAN'T- 

SON! eye 
MOTHER MADE: 
ICEQ TeA AND 

CooKiEs, 


1ATTE Sle ES MAN GETS, HES AWAYS 
MATTE 74 MAN GETS, HE'S ALWAYS 
STALL A CHILD WN WS PARENTS! BYES 


AND 50, VENTUALLY,., e 
. % 
t \ 
\ 
z y q 
ace ] IF.ANY AIM HAD 
| Sees 
NICE visi WiTH E52") 3 
MY PARENTS, NEVER ‘ 
ReaLiZeD HOWMUCH OF it 
I ASS THEM. L Mi 2 
REALLY SHOULO By SOMETHING ABOUT IT 
CALL MORE LOOKS HALINTINGLY 
OFTEN. = R FAMILIAR! 
po a ‘ sa 
ZIM STULL NOT i 
CONVINCED 4 q 
SHOULD HAVE he 
LEFT KEVIN eae ¥ 
WITH MARCY.» ae 
UT HE ML 
INSISTED BOBBY NEVER 
ON SEEING RESURFACED, WHERE 
HOW SHE WAS. ASHE? WAY HAS HE 
POING, BEEN ACTING 50 : 
WEIR ‘ATELY? / 
‘ 
i Cle 
(| | 
te ‘ 
we = 4 
2 | = A = ji 
ey| NO SENSE WONDER HOW MANY’ 
7, S GAPING LiKE A 1, TRANSFCRMA- 
kay ss —— “TOURIST! ra TIONS THis WALK- 
2 A YING STICK 5 GOO? 
= NOT WHEN 3 CAN FOR? T NEVER DIZ 
FINDA CONVENIENT “Sl GET A GUARANTEE 
y ALLEY) AN PULL. me FORITS 
( ig THE Ov! SWITCH — 
Hay ZNe EROOL a 
IN 
—— 
| (olf 


SPEAKING OF WEIRD, Zi 
CONVINCED THAT CREEPY AXE 
WAS WHISPERING TO Me WHILE 

WAS FACING CFF AGAINST TUG- 


Y, Ve Hy g \ 
GERNAUT,., TRYING TO INCITE 7 
ME TO GREATER VOLENCEL YM lh \\ 


WY Eee! 

fi ane 

c FATES THAT You 
RECOGNIZE7 


zi ! 
FOR TWEE. 


EOS AS WE LEARN THE REASONS \\ 
SUODEN DESIRE, ANP WE MEETAN 
iG | 


I HAVE souRNever 
FROM DISTANT 
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MARK’S REI 

Backto school! 

1 the spirt of education, Vd like to 
‘ise this space that Marvel 50 graciously 
allots me to impart to you-a possibly 
Valuable lesson oF two involving eco: 
nomics, Let's do this in the form of 
‘question and answer 
What are my.comics worth? Your 


‘comics re worth whatever you are wil 
ing to part with them for, or whatever 


mies go Up in vate? Not 
Necsssanly. 10 a wartime 
reser 9 


any such paper drive. Copies are out 
there. | know of Several once-thot” 
comics from the 70s that can be picked 
ip for undera dollar. You can't count on 
| any. ave comic appreciating in mone- 
tary value, 
‘How can t prexiict what comics wil 
‘be *hot” and go up in vakie? You can't: 
No one knows for sure. But a good mis 
of thumb is: smail supply plus great 
demand equals increase in “value.” 
“Thus if you buy multiple copies of a sup- 
poséaly “hot” issue: number one with a 
‘print run of several milion, you've invest- 
6d in. an issue witha gteat supply. If a 
lot of people did the same as you, in 
‘years to come there will be plenty of 
Copies available and thus relatively small 
demand, Great supply plus small 
) demand equals no increase in “value.” 
{the truth be known, I don’t have a 
lot of sympathy for comic. book 
investors. (don’t write anything for 
investment, [write stories to read. But if 
Yyou insist'on trying to make money ftom 
your hobby (lee! free to do'so — its a 
free county), at east gat smart about 


Me nea 


ummer is over, and it's time 

to head back fo school and 

Start heavy-hitting the 
books! Now, while your teachers may 
think you've just been Vegging out all sum- 
mer watching Beavis and Butthead, the 
truth is, you've actually been getting an 
education, 

No, not from those two MTV metal- 
heads, but from the pages of your favorite 
Marvel Comics! Of course, the magic of 
‘Marvel is that we incorporate valuable life 
lessons into stories that may at first seem 
to be no more 
than mindless 
slugfestst 

‘Skeptical? 
Well, pull out 


01 Hust roa Wokons pects, oNeees Wises NERDS, aERK® 
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two pencils, 
Marveloids, 
and welll enrol 
you in-@ crash 
Gourse on 
some of the 
lssons that 
can be learned 
here at the 
Marvel 
Academy, 

From 
AVENGERS 
TERMINATRIX 
OBJECTIVE, 
we learn the 
difference 
between 
heroes of the 
sixties and 
those of the nineties. The main difference? 
In the sixtles, only the girts had ponytals! 

From Venom, we leam the importance 
of brushing and flossing after eating some- 
one’s brain! 

From the Mighty Thor, we learn that 
temporary insanity is @ good way to get 
ut of a wedding proposall 

Ghost Rider, Helistorm, and Deathlok 
teach us that there were other areat things 
to come out ofthe seventies besides disco 
‘and bellbottoms! 

From iron Man, we learn that thanks to 
madern technology, you can overcome 
just about anything — a bad heart, alco 
holism, paralysis, even death! 

From Barbie, we learn that you don't 
have to be anatomically correct to have a 
fich and falling if 


FEXTRA! EXTRA‘ NEN SURVEY SHOWS COMICS NOLONGER 


Pin-Head teaches us to check with 
your parents first before getting your face 
pierced! 

From Ren & Stimpy, we learn the 
proper techniques of storing and presen 
ing your nose goblins! 

Daredevil teaches us that biind people 
can jump around on rooftops and swing 
from flagpoles just as well as sighted neo- 
ple. 

From the Hulk, we leam not to stare 
directly into the sight of an exploding 
gamma bomb blast 

Captain 
America 
reminds us to 
take our vita- 
mins — and 
make sure we 
supplement 
them with a 
dose of Vita- 
Rays every now 
and then! 

Shang Chi, 
the Master of 
Kung Fu teach- 
es that if you 
wear the same 
pair of pajamas 
for ten years 
straight, eventu- 
ally you'll be 
Kicked out of the 
Marvel Universe! 

Finally, we 
have the Amaz- 
ing Spider- 
Man, who 
teaches us that it your aunt tries to fi you 
up with the girl next door, give it a shot 
Who knows — you may jit it tho jack= 
pot! 

That's all for this week! Til 
next time, remember the greatest lesson 
any comics fan can learn: With great pur- 
chasing power comes the great responsi 
bility to buy only the world’s greatest 
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